NORTH END/WATERFRONT RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

P.0O. Box 130319
Boston, MA 02113
WWW.NEWT3.0rg

May 20, 2013

Robert Shortsleeve, Chairman

City of Boston Board of Appeal

1010 Massachusetts Avenue, Fourth.Floor
Boston, MA 02118

Re: 20 Parmenter Street (Ward 3)
Appeal of John Hoff

244-246R Hanover Street (Ward 3)
Appeal of John Hoff

Dear Chairman Shortsleeve:

I am writing to you with respect to the two appeals
of John Hoff. The first, with respect to 20 Parmenter
Street, seeks to change the legal occupancy from six -
apartments, retail space and parking garage to twelve
residential units and parking garage. The second, with
respect to 244-246R Hanover Street, seeks to change the
legal occupancy from 9 residential units, retail store
and accessory parking to 16 residential units and
accessory parking. Variances and Conditional Uses
are sought under Articles 54(54-12}, 54 (54-13) and 54
(54-21) of the Boston Zoning Code, at both addresses.

At the May 9, 2013, meeting of the North End/
Waterfront Residents' Association, the members -present
voted to oppose the appeals.

The two appeals concern a combined project for
conversion of the former North End Union on Parmenter
Street and construction of a new 5-story building at the
former VFW Post on Hanover Street. The project was
started in 2002,.with the support of neighborhood groups
and the approval of the Board of Appeal. Thereafter, in
2088, the Board approved the construction of a one-
story addition on top of the North End Union building.

At the May 9, 2013, NEWRA meeting, concerns were
raised regarding the impacts of density in converting
the previously approved commercial units to one-bedroom
residential units, and the resulting inrease in the
total number of units from 15 to 28. 1In the eleven
years that have passed since the initial approvals, the
character of Hanover Street has changed. The project
is sited in one of the busiest areas of the North End's
busiest street, and concerns were raised for the safety
of pedestrians and vehicular traffic where both entrance
and exit from the underground garage will be on Hanover
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Street. Additionally, concerns were raised regarding the
design and overall appearance of the building to be
constructed in a conspicuous location on Hanover Street,
which was felt to present an architectural style and
features which were out of context and inappropriate for:
the North End neighborhood.

It is my understanding that these appeals are

presently scheduled to be heard by the Board on Tuesday,
May 21, 2013.

Thank you for your attention to community concerns.

Please feel free to call me at 617-253-3957 if you have
any questions.

Very truly yours,
X 5 -

Jim S&lini, President
North End/Waterfront
Residents' Associztion

Via Fax #617-635-2918

ccC:

Dennis A. Quilty, Esguire, Fax #617-9464624

Councilor Salvatore LaMattina

Councilor Felix G. Arroyo )

Stephen Passacantilli, President )

. North End/Waterfront Neighborhood, Council ' .

Lauren N. Shurtleff, Boston Redevelopment Authoylty

Nicole Leo, Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services

David A. Rubiak and Victor Brogna, Co—-Chairs, NEWRA
goning, Licensing & Construction Committee



